ANNIVERSARIES OF OTHER ACADEMIES G R E E T IN G S T O T H E N A T U R F O R S C H E N D E G E S E L L , S C H A F T IN Z U R IC H from the R O Y A L S O C IE T Y O F H E R O Y A L S O C IE T Y O F L O N D O N sends most cordial
greetings to the Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich on the completion of two centuries of activity which has contributed in rich measure to the advancement of knowledge in many fields of scientific research. It is with pride that the Royal Society recalls that, when men of science met together to discuss the formation of a scientific society in Switzerland, they were encouraged in their endeavours by colleagues in Britain. W e remember that of the first three Foreign Secretaries of the Royal Society, two were of Swiss nationality, namely, Philip Henry Zollman and Johann Gaspar Scheuchzer; and upon them lay the task of creating the mechanism whereby the Royal Society of London has • maintained intimate relationship with scientific endeavour in other lands. Many have been the contacts between the Royal Society and men of science in Switzerland. Johann von Muralt was among the earliest of the foreign contributors to the Philosophical Transactions. The de Duilliers were correspondents of Sir Isaac Newton. The brothers Bernouilli were numbered among our Foreign Members; so were Albrecht von Haller, Abraham Trembley, Charles Bonnet, Leonhard Euler, Jean Andre De Luc, Horace/Benedict de Saussure, Augustin Pyrame de Candolle, Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz and Rudolph Albert von Kolliker.
In the proud possession of the Royal Society are the manuscript and the original drawings for the famous work of Johann Jakob Scheuchzer on the Swiss Alps.
Thus the ties between the Royal Society and the Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich have long been established. It is the earnest hope of the Royal Society of London that the bonds of friendship AND SOCIETIES L O N D O N among scientific men the world over will be maintained and strength' ened in the future for the benefit of m ankind: the excellent relations which have existed for so long and still exist, between the Royal Society and its sister Academies, is the surest confirmation of this hope.
May our two societies continue in friendly rivalry and close co-operation to inspire generations to come with a passion for under standing the Nature of Things.
R obert Robinson President November, 1946 T
H E C E N T E N A R Y O F T H E C H E M IC A L S O C IE T Y
r 1 1H E Chemical Society is to celebrate the centenary of its foundation X in July 1947-But for the war the celebrations would have taken place in 1941, for it was * on 23 February 1841 that twentyfive gentlemen interested in the prosecution of chemistry met together at the Society of Arts to consider whether it be expedient to form a Chemical Society.' These twenty-five gentlemen did deem it expedient and so the Chemical Society was born. It was the first society formed solely for the study of chemistry and although there had been small private chemical societies before 1841 none lasted for any great length of time. A t its first general meeting Thomas Graham, the most distinguished chemist of his time, the pioneer of colloid chemistry and a discoverer of much important new chemical knowledge, was elected the first President. The organizer of the meeting on 23 February 1841, and the Society's first Secretary was Robert Warington. These two men were the leaders of the new Society and among its present-day possessions one of the most valuable is the ioo-year-old Obligation Book which is still signed by new Fellows on their admission and contains as its first signatures the names of those two pioneers.
The Fellowship of the Society has grown from those twenty-five gentlemen in 1841 to over 6,000. The study of chemistry as a whole has remained its object; because of this the Society has always main tained a special place in the world of chemistry. It has not pursued the purely professional nor has it specially fostered industrial chemistry, although many great industries have been based on fundamental discoveries made by its Fellows. The professional affairs of chemists are now the province of the Royal Institute of Chemistry (founded in 1877) and industrial chemistry is the concern of The Society of Chemical Industry (founded in 1881). Both these organizations were offshoots of the Chemical Society, as were other societies specializing in sub-divisions of the subject. T oday some of these offshoots, having meantime grown in stature and importance, are again joined with the parent body in The Chemical Council, which consists of representatives of various chemical organizations and through which chemical industry and individuals subscribe to provide assistance in the publication of chemical research and information. Success has from the first attended on the Chemical Society and has been due almost entirely to the ready means it has provided chemists of publishing their discoveries and affording them a place for discussion and mutual interchange of ideas. The Society has been the model and the elder sister of similar chemical societies set up in other countries, particularly those of Germany, France and the United States of America.
The science of chemistry has made great advances since 1841; a glance through the list of Presidents of the Society provides convincing evidence of the important part played by its Fellows-to name but a few, Graham, Hofmann, Williamson, Edward Frankland, Odling, Gilbert, Sir William and W . H . Perkin, Crookes, Ramsay, Dewar, Armstrong, Meldola and Pope-every one of these is associated with fundamental chemical discoveries of far-reaching importance.
The discovery of mauve by Perkin is an example of the way in which the work of the research chemist may have a profound influence on social and economic development. From this early discovery has grown the whole of the present day coal tar industry embracing dyestuffs manufacture, synthetic medicinals, the photographic industry and much more. The pure research on the growth of plants by Gilbert and Lawes at Rothamsted formed the basis of the vast present-day synthetic fertilizer industry, the importance of which in the production of food needs no emphasizing in a hungry world. Every day we can see evidence of the work of men like Crookes, Dewar and Ramsay.
The cathode ray tube of Crookes is the direct ancestor of our television screens, the thermos flask of Dewar is one example of the application of Dewar's low temperature experiments, and neon display signs are but one instance of the use man has made of Ramsay's epoch-making discovery of the rare gases. Innumerable instances of benefits to mankind from the discoveries made by the Fellows in their original researches can be cited from the rich proud history of the Society.
W ith such a history and with its present-day virility the Society is clearly justified in planning to make the celebration of its Centenary an important event. The importance was indeed internationally recognized in the decision taken in Rome in 1938 by the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry to hold its next International Congress in London at the time of the Centenary of the Chemical Society. This decision is to be implemented next year and immediately following the celebrations on 15 July to 17 July 1947, the Eleventh International Congress of Pure and Applied Chemistry will also take place in London.
A n international outlook has always been characteristic of the Society and this will be reflected in the series of social and scientific events which will constitute the three days of celebrations. Many distinguished overseas delegates are to be invited. These will include the Honorary Fellows of the Society, among whom are the world's greatest chemists of to-day. If those invited are able to accept we shall see in London in July 1947 perhaps the greatest international gathering of chemists that will ever have taken place.
The principle scientific event of the celebrations will be the Society's Faraday Lecture, to be delivered by Sir Robert Robinson, P.R.S. The Faraday Lectureship was founded in 1867 to commemorate the name of Michael Faraday, who was elected a Fellow of the Society in 1842 and was one of its Vice-Presidents. In addition to the Faraday Lecture, it is intended that there should be a centenary address and a formal ceremony for the presentation of addresses. It is also hoped to arrange a number of scientific lectures, visits to places of interest in the London area and an exhibition which will be at the Science Museum during the period of the celebrations and the International Congress.
* O n the occasion of the 175th anniversary of Priestley's discovery of photosynthesis a conference will be held by the Academy of Sciences of the U .S.S.R . The Committee of the Conference wishes to send its heartiest congratulations to the Royal Society on this memorable date.
' Joseph Priestley has been among the most illustrious Fellows of the Royal Society, and his brilliant work has been duly appreciated by the award of the Copley medal. He has laid the foundation of the study of carbon assimilation; scientists of all countries have built further on this base.
' The Soviet scientists beg the Royal Society to transfer to all their British colleagues working on the problem of photosynthesis their best wishes and the expression of the hope that the friendly relationship, established between the scientists of our two countries since the time of Timiriazeff, will flourish and increase to the mutual progress of scientific research.'
